
ing, but it accords with tho coir1an mftrkAil rtnt. fn V.A .office question, but it plainly pointed out
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der art. 4, the Judges and Justices) that
they should .? holdi their offices for tho
terms prescribed for them respectively,
next ensuing after the next regular elec-

tion for members of tho General Assem-
bly," will huvo a clear meaning consistent
with tho tenure of eight years for a full
term, and four years for a half term, if the
expression, ' next ensuing after the next
regular election for members of the Gen-
eral Assembly," was intended to refer to
tho legislative period then fixed for elec-
tion of the members of the Assembly, to
wit : tho first Thursday of the ensuing Au-
gust. If this period be that which was in

Several other bureau ofiicersdespairing of
obtaining seats in the Cabinet in the regu-- ,
lar way, contemplate the elevation of their
office to the dignity of a. department. ; It
was proposed some timo sinoo to put the
General Land Office and the Census Bu-

reau together and make anew department,
but the scheme, we believe, has been
abandoned.

The Senate Committee on Indian Af-

fairs yome time since agreed to report a
bill making a new department of tho In-

dian Bureau.

is behind in establishing Life Insurance
Companies, but then, like everything else
she does, it will be well done when it is
undertaken. The receut organization of
the Wilmington, Noeth Carolina, Life
iNsrr.ANCE Company, to which we have re-

ferred several times, is the first substantial
effort that has been made to establish this
branch of businees iu this State.- - We are
glad to know that the effort has met with
success and that the Company has begun
under auspices which will place it on a
firm foundation. A large proportion of
the stock has been subscribed for by sub-

stantial citizens, and its affairs have been
placed under gentlemen of recognized
bosiness capacity and experience. The
President, John E. Spearman, has long
experience in the life insurance business,
and is as familiar with its practical work-
ings as any man in the State. Mr. B. F.
Geady, Viee-Preside- nt and Treasurer, is
recognized as one of the most prudent and
reliable business men in our city. Mr.
Alexander Johnson, tho Secretary, is well
known by the people of the Cape Fear
section for his business qualifications. The
other members of the Board of Directors

him, he eaid. He said, likewise, that he
had voted for all appropriations of money,
because they told him it was noeee-sar- to
develop the resources of tho State, and
thereby the colored people could get bet-

ter wages. He atao said Holden had de-

ceived the white folks badly, a3 they said,
but that Holden had never deceived him
yil.

In Chatham the meeting was most en-

thusiastic, the leading citizens taking an
active part. Resolutions condemning the
Legislature for past extravagances, and
protesting against the military bill, the
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus,

the Legislature holding over, heavy taxes
and other grievances. Among others a
speech was made by William T. Gunter,
one of the Radical members of the Legis-

lature from Chatham county, full of patri-

otism, denouncing the military bill, as also
any attempt of the Legi ' dure to hold
over for two years longer, and declared
that he would resign his seat before he
would engage in any such palpable viola-

tion of his oath to support tho Constitu-

tion of the State.
In Granville a large and enthusiastic

the necessity of a new and a strong move

that would at once give him another Leg-

islature sufficiently Radical to make him
Senator, and at the same time " head
Capt. Tyler," alias Judge Settle. The deep

and earnest cogitations on the subject re-enit-

in the message asking for somew

change in the militia laws and the intro-

duction of the Shoffner bill into the Legis-

lature.
By this bill the Governor hopes to con-

centrate the colored vote, and, by various
strategems, hold together tho white Radi-

cal element, and make a straight-ou- t Radi-

cal fight next Summer. He will have no
objection to the provisions of the bill pro-

ducing a little blood-she- d in some sec-

tions, as that would strengthen him with
the negroes.

There is one thing he will guard against,
should his plana succeed, and that is, he
will not deny being a candidate for the
United State Senate next time.

Political Revolution.
The election of Mr. G. M. Whiteside as

Senator from the district composed of the
counties of Rutherford, Cieaveland and
Polk, by a very decided majority, exhibits
a most wonderful political revolution, en-

tirely without precedent in North Caro
lina. The Radical predecessor 01 senator
Whiteside was elected by more than one
thousand majority in a total of about four
thousand votes. The Conservatives carry
the district now by five hundred majority.
Rutherford county ha9 been one of the
banner counties of Radicalism the home
of Judge Logan, Superintendent-of-Public- -

Works Harris, and the head quarters of
the leading Western Radical paper, Hie
Star we looked for political reformation to
reach Rutherford among the last. The
county gives Whiteside, Conservative,
three majority. It gave Governor Holden
eight hundred a?id sixty-fiv- e majority, and
President Grant .ire hundred and ninety- -

four majority.
Cieaveland county gives Whiteside hve

mndred and eighty-tw- o majority. It gave
Mr. Ashe but two hundred and fifty-thre- e

majority, and Governor beymour three
hundred and eighty-one-.

Polk, unheard from, is a small county.
It gave Grant two hundred and ten majori
ty. Wo should not be surprised to learn
hat it had gone Conservative.

This election foreshadows the fate of
Radicalism in North Carolina. In two
counties fully one-fift- h of Grant's majority
in the whole State has been overcome. In
his wonderful revolution of political sen- -

iment we have the echo of the voices of
the whole people against tho corruptions,
extravagances and incompetency of our- W V

State officials ; against the effort to deprive
the people of their rights by prolonging
tho terms of office ; against the war meas-

ures of the Legislature. It is the begin-
ning of the end of Radicalism in North
Carolina. The people will surely rise in
judgment against those who have betrayed
their confidence and blasted their pros-

perity.
The Tenure-of-OHl- ce The War Bill Pub-

lic Meetings.
We publish elsewhere tho proceedings of

the meeting in Warren county, as request-
ed. The names of the leading citizens of
the county will be found as taking part
in it.

In Orange the people have petitioned
the Legislature, in strong but respectful
language, not to pass the War bill. They
propose to vindicate themselves against
the partisan charges preferred by the
Raleigh Standard and Governor Holden,
of lawlessness, by offering Judge Tour-ge- e,

the Radical Solicitor for the Dis-

trict, and the civil officers of the county,
as witnesses of their peaceful character
and disposition. Tho Legislature surely
must heed such petitions.

In Wake the greatest enthusiasm pre-

vails in the series of public meetings now
being held, to protest against measures
pending before the Legislature. The fol-

lowing resolutions, proposed by Mr. A.
Miller, a gentleman of character, and
a Republican, were unanimously adopted :

Jiesolved, That iu the issuing of bonds to Bail-roa- d

Companies, and for other purposes, the ma-
jority of this Legislature have acted improvident-l- y

and recklessly, insomuch as to have defeated
the legitimate purpose and object ot those bonds,
ruined the credit of the State, and entailed upon
it either the necessity of repudiation or the pay-
ment of mihlions of dollars or nothing.

Jiesoloed, That the story of the first Penitenti-
ary purchase is for reckless indifference to the in-
terests of the State, unparallelled in the history
of legislation, and merits the qualiiied reproba-
tion of the people.

Resolved, That the claim of a majority of this
Legislature to hold orer for another two years is
directly opposed to every provision of tho Consti-
tution relating to the tenure-of-oflic- e, anti-republic-

and without a shadow of founda
tion.

Jiesoloed, That the wisdom of the constitutional
declaration that " elections should be often
held," has been most clearly and conclusively
proved by the action of & majority of this Legis-
lature.

Galloway, the colored Senator from New
Hanover, seconded the resolutions, "which
he desired to see adopted with throe cheers
for the venerable gray haired man who of-

fered them." In the course of his speech
Galloway assured the whites that the eighty
thousand colored men for whom he spoke
were ready to meet them in a true spirit of
conciliation and concession. Colonel Da-

vidson, of Buncombe, Senator Robbins, of
Rowan. Hon. Josiah Turner, of the Sen
tinel, Colonel Malone, of Caldwell, Senator
Murphy, of Sampson, made cheering
speeches. The meeting was to be conj
tinned on Wednesday night.

In Caswell the venerable Bedford
Bbown presided, delivering an able speech.
A series of resolutions were adopted, de-

nouncing the corruption of the Legislature,
the war bill and other measures of that
body. Speeches were made by Hon. John
Keek, Colonel L. Bbown, and Mr. Hod-net- t.

Wilson Carey, the colored Repre-
sentative from the county, also spoke. He
had voted for the Military Bill, but was
doubtful if he should do so again. He did
not like to suspend the writ of habeas
corpus. JLie farther stateu mac tuey toia
him it was necessary to have such a law as
the military bill to punish the Ka Klax,
for they said that all Democrats was Ka
Klux, just like all the Republicans was
Loyal League men, and that Loyal Lea-
guers would stand up to one another, and
Ku Klux would stand up to one another,
and without such a bill the Ku Klux could
not be convicted ; that is what they told

w fuu I .('nri trn .
dicial terms, and carries out, as nearlt 3D

practicable, the security of th huLP,
term. This internroH v. "cumaii -- ....vsu ucuuujpo TnTi5fest when we read section 2'J, soonfollowing, wherein it is most uneauivrwvm '
and emphatically commanded that 7
election of members for the Genera! 2?
sembly shall bo held for their
districts and counties on the first Thday in August in the year 1870, andtwo years thereafter. Now, if tho Si
pretation put upon section 27, whenJog alone, be the subject of doubt bvson of ambiguous words, there can 1 1
none from this source in section 20This section is clear and explicit ireplete with details, all of which aro'obvi
ons in meaning, aro harmonious, and infull accord with the requirements of biennial sessions. Let us examine it in all it!
parts. It declares as follows:

1. "The first election shall bo held whenthe vote shall be taken on the ratificatinn
of the constitution."

2. "The General Assembly then elected
shall meet on the fifteenth day after thoapproval thereof by tho Congress of theUnited States."

3 "The members then electod shall holdtheir seats until their successors aro elect-
ed at a regular election."

4. "The election for members of th0General Assembly shall bo held for tho re-spective districts, and counties, on the lbtThursday in August, in the year 1870, andevery two years thereafter."
This enumeration of details distinctlvannounces tho time f electing tho members

of the first General Assembly, which Bhall
bo elected under tho constitution. The
time of its meeting the duration of their
term to a named day; and that on tlutl dv,another General Assembly shall come intobeing. Thero is nothing left out of thissection to bo supplied by any other, buta provision declaring when the terms ofoffico, of tho members thus electod on thofirst Thursday of August 1870, flhall com-
mence. This is declared by tho first clauso
of section 27, to bo "at the time of their
election." It is obvious, therefore, that iftho provision at tho closo of section 27prescribing tho legislative term of office!
were directly and irreconcilably in con-
flict with that in section 29, (and there ia
escape from this dilemma, if it bo con-
strued" to extend tho term to 1872) wo
mufct reject, in toto and without qualified-ii- o

x, the one or tho other. Then win
arise the important question, whicli of
them shall bo accepted as tho section that
contains the true meaning. Is it section
27, which extends tho first term to August
1872, ignores tho spirit of section 28, of
the "Declaration of Itights," din-egard- s

and overrules tho provisions for biennial
sessions, prolongs the term to moro than
four years, and stifles tho voice of the peo-
ple during all that timo without any ap-
parent cause, elongates the judicial term
to twelve years, and utterly deranges tho
allotment of tho tenure of tho Superior
Court Judges? or is it section 29, which
respects tho "Declaration of Rights," ac-

knowledges and enforces biennial elec-
tions, restricts tho legislative term to two
years, preserves tho judicial term of eight
years, and allows a sensible and practical
allotment of tho tenuro of offico assigned
to tho Judges of tho Superior Courts.

If tho acknowledged rules of construc-
tion, or tho spirit of tho constitution, ho
allowed to speak, every doubt vanishes at
the voice of cither, and section 29 will ho
accepted as tho true expositor.

I am rospcctfully yours,
13. P. JIooke.

Inlltc Sleeting In Warrenton.
At a public meeting of tho citizens of

Warron oounty, at tho eonrthouso in War-
ren on Wednesday tho olh day of January,
1870, according to previous notice, on mo-
tion Thomas A. Montgomery, Esq., was
appointed chairmen, and E. C. Woodson,
Esq., Secretary.

After tho meeting was duly organized,
and it object had been briefly explained
by tho chairman, a motion was mado by
William Eaton that tho chairman bo au-

thorized to appoint a committeo of five to
report resolutions expressive of tho sense
of tho meeting, which resolution was
adopted. Tho chairman, iu conformity
with this resolution, appointed William
Eajon, Thomas, J. Pitchford, Wharton J.
Groen, Edward H. riummcr and Walter
A. Montgomery.

Tho committeo retired, and in a few
moments reported tho following resolu-
tions, which wero unanimously adopted:

Jiesolved, That we decidedly and istrongly dis-
approve of the extrav&ganco of tho IieR;inlatnro ;
us rec&icuHDee iu contracting millions or debts,
and its waetetal anu proiligato expenditure ol
public money, at & time when rigid economy wan
highly necesBary, and tho onerous burdens which
it has imposed, and as th6re is reason to appre-
hend is about to be imposed upon tho impove-
rished tax-paye- rs of North Carolina.

Jiesolved, That tho individuals who havo con-
trol of the State Government have almost rnined
the credit of the dtato, and in the opinion cf this
meeting will completely do so unless tho people
bhall confide their intcroets to more competent
and faithfal hands; and that a change of our
publio servants in North Carolina is absolotely
necessary to the best interests of the isUto, as
well as to her character and honor.

Jiesolved, That the utter disregard of merit
and qualification whioh has been recently mani-
fested in almost all appointments and elections
under our Btato government has sullied the repu-
tation of the btate, and has been injurious to
her welfare.

Jiesolved, That any attempt by tho present
Legislature to prolong its power for two years
would be a violation of tho constitution, a mon-
strous usurpation and a grows and palpable
fraud on the joople of North Carolina.

Jiesoloed, That the militia bill, which has been
recently passed in our Htate tienate, is marked
in every line by the iron heel of oppression ; that
it strikes at the root of every principle of civil
liberty, every maxim of good government, and
every precept of humanity and jistice ; and that
if it shall become a law, there will be more of
freedom on the shores of the Bosphoras or on
the banks of the Vistula than there will be in our
old and honored Btate, where the cradle of the
American Revolution was first rocked in 1775.

Jiesolved, That a suspension of the writ of
"habeas corpus,' during a period of peace like
the present, would be an atrocious outrage upon
the principles of civil liberty, & signal violation
of the constitution, and a deop and lasting die-gra- ce

upon all who may have any connection
with such a flagitious abuse of power.

Jiesolved, That we will moat cheerfully wel-
come to our county and our btato all Oonu Ule
settlers, who oomo amongst us to avail them-
selves of tho many sources of profit and happi-
ness which North Carolina presents to the in-

habitants of less favored regions ; and will be
pleased if it should be in our power to facilitate
their efforts to acquire a home among ue.

On motion of Col. Wharton J. Green, it
was unanimously resolved that the pro-

ceedings of this meeting be published in
the Raleigh Bentinel, Wilmington Jour-
nal, Ridgeway Press, Roanoho News and
Warrenton Gazetto.

T. A. MoNTOOMCJty, Ch'nin.
E. C. Woodson, Sec'y.

Who was lhc Second WanhlBfiton
The Mobile Register is responsible for

the following telling hit :

Who was tho second Washington
Tho Radicals say it was Edwin
Stanton.

It couldn't havo boen Stanton, lot
when Thad. Stevens died they said it
was Stevens.

It couldn't havo boen Stevens, for
when Abe Lincoln diod they said it was
Lincoln.

It couldn't havo boen Lincoln, for
when John Rrown died they said it was

Brown. ...
It couldn't havo been Rrown well,

no us runniDg the thing into tho ground
after running it up the gallows; wlio
was the second Washington ?

Palmer & Co., carriage-sprin- g maker,
in Concord, N. II., were karat out Sun-

day, Loss $25,000 ; insurance SlAvV".

Report of the Commissioner or Agriculture
for 1868.

We are indebted to Hon. Horace Cap
ron,.Commissioner of Agriculture, for
rnnv of Ilia reoort for the year 18C8. It is
"Trf - "
embellished with nineteen illustrations,
and its 671 pages teem with interesting
and valuable matter. It contains eleven
reports from the prominent Department
offices namely: the commissioner, the ar
chitect, the statistician, the chemist, the
entomologist, the superintendent of the
garden and grounds, the superintedent of

the seed division, of the editor, and re
ports on agricultural education in Europe,
on beet sugar in Europe, and on the agri
fmltnral resources of Alaska. The volume
includes besides the following papers:

Department Building and Grounds
Hints in Horticulture; Grape Culture; Cul
tivation of the Peanut; The Potato; Osage
Hedges; The Esparto Grass; The Niin of
Yucatan: Statistics of Bee-keepin- g; Silk
Culture; Practical Entomology for Farm
ers Sons; Recent Progress in Fish Cul
ture; Country Roads and Road Laws;
Mineral Fertilizers of the Atlantic States;
The Marl Region of Virginia; Concentra
ted Fertilizers in the Southern States; Ex
periments with Field Seeds; Recent Farm
Experiments; Current Facts in Agricul-
ture; The Public Domain; The State Re-

ports of Agriculture; Foreign Exchanges;
Our Industrial Colleges; Recent Agricul-

tural Books; American Works on Agricul-

ture and Rural Economy; Agricultural and
Horticultural Periodicals; Meteorology of
18H8.

We expect to make much use of the val-

uable matter contained in this report. We
hope that the pleasant relations that exist
between us and the Department of Agri-

culture will soon extend to all other De-

partments and Bureaus, and that North
Carolina may benefit by the valuable pub-
lications made by them.

Legislative Tenure-of-Offic- e.

There is no question now pending of
more vital importance to the people of
North Carolina than that raised by the as-

sumption of a majority of the members of
the Legislature that they were elected for
four years. The election was held under
peculiar circumstances. A largo propor-
tion of the intelligence and wealth of the
State was disfranchised, and a great por-

tion of the people acted under duress, fear-

ing some impendiDg evil, or indiffer-
ent from sheer helplessness. Consequent-
ly many persona were sent to the Legisla-
ture utterly worthless, doing little credit
even to the disreputable party which
elected them. As low as we estimate
the social and intellectual standing of the
Radical party of North Carolina, we will
net do it the injustice to claim that the
majority of the members of the present
General Assembly fairly represent it, either
in respectability or intelligence. With a
new selection, whatever might be the po-

litical complexion of tho Legislature, there
would be a much larger proportion of
members with sufficient capacity to com-

prehend their duties to themselves and tho
State.

We publish this morning the very able
opinion of Mr. B. F. Moore upon the
tenure-of-offic-e of the members of the
General Assembly. It is unnecesssry for
us to call special attention to it. The name
of the writer and the importance of the
subject discussed will claim for it the con-

sideration it deserves. But it is not to
Buch means we look for a solution of this
grave question. We do not expect reason
or justice to operate in the decision. The
necessities of party and the selfish schemes
of political leaders will do more to decide
this constitutional question than the rul
ing of Courts and the opinion of eminent!
jurists. In this connection we give the
following from the Raleigh Sentinel as
furnishing practically more powerful
reasons for bringing the matter to a speedy
settlement thun references to the Supreme
Court, or the opinion of men learned in
the law. The Sentinel says that the Gov-

ernor will transmit a message to the Gen-

eral Assembly, as soon as that body gets
quorumed up to business, declaring that
the term of tho present Legislature ex-

pires by constitutional limitation on the
first Thursday of Augu9t, in the present
year. At least we hear so, and our infor-
mation comes pretty straight.

Some may be surprised at this, as it was
understood at the commencement of the
present session, that the Governor was in
favor of the Legislature holding over until
1872. We think we can explain the why
and wherefore of the Governor's change of
front on this question.

Some time about the beginning of the
present session, in November, Judge Set-

tle called on his Excelleney, and asked him
if he was a candidate for the United States
Senate. The Governor, with his accus-

tomed modesty and diffidence, and think-
ing his friend Settle was commissioned by
his friends to urge him to be a candidate,
mildly and hesitatingly replied that he
teas not a cufuiutaie. imagine his conster
nation (and those who know him can im
agine it) when the Judge replied, "Then,
Governor, if you are not a candidate I
am."

Settle immediately commenced his oper-
ations with the faithful, assuring them that
the Governor was not a candidate for the
United States Senate, and that he had his
personal assurance of that fact, and urging
his own claims to that exalted position.

Affairs began to look squally to the Gov-
ernor and his friends, and a caucus was
called to discusa tho subject of the Sena-torshi- p,

in connection with the tenure-of-offic- e

question. The Governor and the
Jndga were both named by their friends,
and a count of noses had, when it was dis-
covered that the Judge had the inside
track of his Excellency by at least two to
one.

Since that expose, as a matter of course,
the Governor has been opposed to holding
over, for he has no idea of such a Legisla-
ture as thai electing a Senator.

This little contre temps not only changed
W EjceUeficy's rvewa on the tenure-o- f -

tho minds of tlio Convention, then sec-
tions 2G and 32 become harmonious ; and
we shall not bo obliged to mako eight yews
mean ten, or twelve years, nor go beyond
the clear meaning of section 32 ; for it was
manifestly intended by the concluding
clauso of tho section, that tho time which
elapsed after tho election and preceded the
period of the commencement of the regu-
lar term, should be added to the first four
years, and should not be counted in the
allotment to be made by the Justices of
the Supreme Court. Any other construc-
tion will give to the six Judges of the Su-
perior Courts, to whom are allotted that
term, an official tenure of six years, and a
fraction of a yearj if the regular election
meant be in August, 1870 ; and a tenure of
eight years and a fraction, if the regular
election meant b3 in 1872. There is no
escape from this consequence. Moreover,
the official term cannot bo equally
divided between the inoumbents if it
embrace ten years; for, if it were ho divi-
ded, tho first class would go out in 1873, a
year when thero can bo no election for
members of tho General Assembly. So
that tho term, in order to be equally di-

vided and ensure elections of Judges when
members of the General Assembly are elec-t9- d,

must begin vath the legislative term
of August. This long established
day was in the minds of tho framers of the
Constitution in penning this section. This
construction, adopted by tho Supreme
Court, answered every ond iu view. It
disposed of tho fractional time, by adding
it to the first official term, and enabled the
Justices to mako tho allotment of four, as
tho half of ei'jht years. The expression,

next regular election," was not intended
to mean an actual election but the time
then prescribed by an existing law for a
regular election of members of tho Gen-
eral Assembly. Tho timo was described
by reference to a well known law regula-
ting elections. Tho last clauso of this (32)
section, "I'.ut their terms shall begin upon
tho approval of this Constitution by tho
Congress of tho United States," was evi-
dently inserted only for the purpose of
preventing tho inconvenience of a vacancy
not covered by a regular term, and not to
unnecessarily elongate tho first term of
office. Where was the need or propriety
of such extension ? None can bo tuggest-ed- ,

and none ought to bo allowed, unless
there be no other allowable construction.
Let it be borne in miud, too, that a con-
trary construction of these words will also
extend tho term of office of the Justices of
the Supreme Court to twelve years.

Having dip-pose- of tho official tennro of
the officers of the executive and judicial
department.-:- , let us turn our attention to
tho legislative. All tho provisions of tho
constitution in reference to this branch,
aro to bo found in art. 2, being those
which declare that the members of each
House bhall be 'biennially chosen" by tho
voters), and the sections 27 and 2'J, which
are iu the following words

Soc. 27. Tho terms of offico for Senators
and members of tho House of Representa-
tives shall commence at tho time of their
election; and the term of office of those
kctod at tho first election held under this

constitution shall terminate at tho samo
timo as if they had been elected at tho first
ensuing regular election.

Sec. 2'.). Tho election for members of tho
General Assembly shall bo held for tho ro-pecti- vo

districts and counties, at tho
places where they aro now hold, or may
bo directed hereafter to ho held, in such
manner as may bo prescribed by law, on
tho first Thursday in August, in the yoar
1870, and every two years thereafter.
But tho General Assembly may change the
time of holding ' ho elections. Tho first
election shall be held when the vote shall
bo taken on tho ratification of this consti-
tution by tho voters of tho State, and tho
General Assembly then electod, Bhall meet
on tho 15th day after tho approval thereof
by tho Congress of tho United States, if it
fall not on Sunday, but if it shall eo fall,
then on the next day thereafter ; and tho
members then electod shall hold their seats
until their succof-f.or-s aro elected at a regu
lar election.

In interpreting theso provisions it is our
duty to harmonize them if xossiblo, each
one with tho others ; and to givo practical
force to the sacred privilege secured to tho
people in Sec. 28 of tho "Declaration of
llights," which proclaims, that 'for redress
of grievances, and for amending and
strengthening the laws, elections should be
olton held." .

; In accordance with this constitutional
guaranty of popular rights the constitua: t anon provides tnac elections or persons
entrusted to redress grievances and amend
and strengthen tho laws shall be biennially
nau.

It is but roasonablo to suppose that tho
framers of the constitution intended hon-
estly to carry out this creat fundamental
principle of popular rights ; and it would
be a melancholy evidence of hypocrisy to
discover that any stratagem had been
designedly employed to prevent its execu-
tion ; and that whilo biennial terms in one
clauso were plainly

.
and emphatically an- -

1 i - suouijceu in uirccc worus, as a rignt ot tne
people, other words of dark and obscuro
meaning used in convolved sentences of
ambiguity, had elsowhero been employed
to cheat tho promise so unequivocally
given. I will not presume tho existence
of such an intent, and though the phra-oo!og- y

is wanting in perspicuity, I
will proceed to dofend their integrity of
purjoso "by a fair and reasonable
interpretation of their language. Here,
again, wo must bear in mind that if tho
convention wero buccossful in restoring

.il fll A At TTm estate to tno union, and tney in-
tended to fix a convenient commencement
of tfio legislative term, or to adopt (tho first
Thursday of August), .which had been
found acceptable to tho people after so
long 'sr trial, still thero wonld in all probabi-
lity-be some period of timo less than two
yeitrs'in which there would bo no General
Assembly, unless a General Assombly were
provided for. that short time only; or un-
less iu order to avoid such inconvenience
the term' of the first General Assembly
should be mado to embraco this fractional
time by adding-i- t to that time. The latter
mode was wisely adopted, hence it was
provided section 27, whilo tho eye was
kept steadily . on tho general biennial
term, that tho t'terms of offico for Senators
and membors of- - the House of Iieoreson- -
tives shall commence at tho time of their
election." Tha timo of election in thus
made in the instance of the first election
the commencement of tho term of the first
General Assembly, t Tho remaining para
graph of this section was intended to cro- -

claim the termination of -- the first term. It
declares and the term of office of those
elected at tho first election held under this
constitution shall terminate at tho same
timo aa if they had been elected at the first
ensuing regular election." The "ensuing
regalar election" hero intended must also
bo read in reference to the accustomed te--
riod of regular elections then fixed by law,
to wit: the first Thursdav in Aucruat. 18fi8.

Thero is not only no forced interDreta- -
tion in giving to the expression this mean

Mississippi.
A Washington correspondent of a Phil-

adelphia paper writes:
"The situation in Mississippi i3 becom-

ing embarrassed by the action of Alcorn,
the Governor elect, who has made an issue
with General Ames, and refused to be
sworn in as Provisional Governor, claim-
ing that he has been elected Governor by
the people of the State, and therefore is
entitled to tho executive chair by virtue of
that election. This unexpected action on
the part of Governor Alcorn has alatmod
the extreme wing of the Radical party in
Congress, and to night no liitle excite-
ment prevails among them. Already are
measures being concocted to prevent tho
admission of Mississippi and check-mat- e

tho new Radical Governor, unless ho can
give ample security for his good behavior
in the future."

Provisional (rovcrnment for Texas.
A telegram has been received at the

War Department in Washington, from
General Reynolds, tho military comman-
dant in Texas, stating that tho constitu-
tion of that State has been adopted almost
unanimously, and E. J. Davis elected Gov-

ernor by a plurality of seven hundred and
eighty-thre- e votes. The other State offi-

cers are J. W. Flanigan, Lieutenant Gov-

ernor ; A. Bledsoe, Comptroller ; G. WT.

Honey, Treasurer ; and Jacob Kuechler,
Land Commissioner. The above named
have been appointed officers of tho provis-
ional government.

Supreme Court anil the Legislative Tenure
(if.Office.

On Thursday a communicatjon was
transmitted to tho Legislature from tho
Judge of the Supreme Court, contain-
ing the opinions of tLo Chief Justico
and Associate Justico Dick (delivered
as the opinions of the Justices, but not as
a Court) as to tho tenure-of-ofiic- e of the
present General Assembly. The opinion
of the Chief Justice was, in substance,
"that the Constitution fixes the term
of office as a general and fundamental
principle that is to nay of the Governor
four years, of the Justices of the Supremo
Court eight years of the members of tho
General Assembly two years. An election
for members of the General Assembly
must be held on iho first Thursday in
August, 1870. A new set of members
must on that day be elected. If tho
present memocrs hold over, there will
be two sets of members for the same
term !"

Judge Dick concurred with tho Chief
Justice. The remainder of tho JnstieoR
declined to givo any opinion.

From tho Raleigh Kontinf-l- .

LGCISLATIVR TK NITRIC F-OKFICr..

OriNION OF HON. P, T. mookt:. '

We publish by permission an opinion of
B. F. Moore, Esq., given some timo ago
to a friend, upon the duration of tholegis-ativ- e

term of the present General As-

sembly : .

""

In constrning tho constitution, wo should
keep constantly iu view our political con-
dition at tho timo of framing sits pro-
visions. v

In tho midst of a confusion, consequent
upon tho results of a protracted civil, war,
the convention sat to form anew tfye great
fundamental provisions of the legislative,,
executive and judicial departments. The
convention assembled iu tho early;;part ;of
the year ; and a prominent purpose with
that body was to provide, so soon : as was
practicable, a settled form of Government
for the State. .

V
Tho prospect was that this might, and

probably would bo accomplished, as :arly
is the ensuing June, and boforo tho regu-

lar and long established period for.electing
State officers. One of theso departments,
tho judiciary, had hitherto been indepen-
dent of the popular vote. , ,.

The Convention determined to subject
the selection of the officers of alj these
departments to the direct popular will, and
at the same timo to secure, so far as could
conveniently be done, the earliest expres-
sion of that will, and to provide for its
continued expression thereafter, at rstted
and regular periods of time.

Having fixed the tenure-of-offi- ce in the
soveral departments, they proceeded to put
tho government in regular operation, at
tho soonest convenient time. ,

The term of the executive officers, po- -
mg fixed at lour years, it was deemed
desirable that its regular beginning
snouia do on the hrst day of January,
uuu bo it was uxeu. uut ic was neces
sary, in oraer to prevent a vacancy, or an
independent election for a verv short time.
that the interval, between the first election
and the first day of January, should bo.
filled ; and it was therefore provided, by
articlo three, concerning the "Executive
Department," that tho Governor and all
its other officers, who might bo elected at
the first election, should 'assume the du
ties of their office ten days after the ap
proval by tho Congress of the United
States, and should hold their offices for
four years from and after tho first day of
January, 18utV'

In this way the fractional part of the
year was added to the regular term, and
a second and inconvenient election was
avoided and the first day of January, so
long established as the commencement of
tho official term of the Executive, was pre
served.

In regard to tho judicial term which for
the first time m our political history was
limited to years, it was provided that it
should endure for eight years ; and in tho
outset should begin at tho samo time when
the Executive and Legislative term began,
to wit, upon the approval of the Constitu-
tion by tho Congress of tho United
States."

The provision in eeo. 20. art. 4. is ex
plicit that the term of the Justices of the
Supreme Court shall be eight years, and
that tho term of tho Judges of tho Supe-
rior Courts shall be for tho like time, with
tho proviso, that six of these twelve Judges
should hold for four years only, and the
other six for the full term of eight years.

The incumbents respectively, for the
long and short terms, wero to bo deter-
mined by lot, nnder the . superintendence
of the Justices of the Supreme Couit. .:..:
... The provision in sec. 32, (which includes
among the other officers, to bo chosen nu-- ,

meeting was also held. Similar resolutions
were adopted and speeches made. Among
the prominent men who took part in the
meeting we notice tho names of Judge
Gilliam, Hon. J. S. Amis, Colonel L. C.

Edwards and others. Tho greatest uua- -

nimity prevailed.
Such is tho tone of public sentiment

throughout the State, and these demon-
strations find a solid endorsement in the
vote just given in Rutherford and Cieave-

land counties. The people are beginning
to arouse to their trne danger, and we be-

lieve thai will be ready when tho crisis
comes.

Til Legislature.
There was a quorum in both Houses on

the 12th, but so few members were pres-

ent that no general legislation was entered
into.

In the Senate Dr. Murphy, of Sampson,
presented a petition from tho Board of
Directors of the Wilmington Life Insur-
ance Company, asking that amendments
be made to their charter, enclosing a bill
to meet the prayer, which was duly re-

ferred.
A bill to charter a railroad to run through

the counties of Jones nudOnalow was or-

dered to be printed.
The entire day's session was taken up

in the discussion of Senator Blythe's reso-

lution to reduce tho per diem of tho mem-

bers of the General Assembly and the sal-

aries of State officers, excepting Judges.
Mr. Blytho urged its adoption upon tho
grounds of economy and retrenchment.
Mr. Lindsay agreed with the Senator. The
pay and salaries were too much. He fear-

ed the Senator's sympathies for the down-

trodden people oame too late. He pro-- !
posed to amend by refunding one-thir- d of
the per diem heretofore received. Gallo-

way, colored, opposed; so did Hyman, col-

ored. Forkner moved that the resolution
apply only to the county of Henderson,
which was adopted, as was Mr. Lindsay's
amendment. Thus the resolution, though
adopted, was virtually defeated.

In the House sixty members answered
to their names just a quorum. Nothing
of public interest was done.

The Georgia Muddle.
The organization of the Georgia House

of Representatives had not been effected
at latest advices. On Thursday the
Clerk pro tern convened the House at 10
o'clock, and commenced calling tho roll,
but at 12 o'clock, after calling a few coon-tie- s,

suddenly announced a recess until
the next morning. This took the Demo-
crats and Conservatives by surprise, as it
was of course without precedent, as it sure
ly was without authority. But Bullock
seems to bo throwing every obstacle in the
way of organization, apparently afraid of
his strength in the nouse, and is probably
waiting for aid from Washington City.
This, no doubt, accounts for the significant
telegraphic announcement from Washing
ton yesterday, that the President, Secretary
Belknap, and General Sherman, after con
sultation, have ordered General Terry to
proceed vigorously against flagrant cases
of perjury in the organization of the Geor
gia Legislature. No doubt cases will be
trumped up against enough good men to
prevent their voting. in tho organization at
least, and thus force Radical officers upon
that body. It is reported that large sums
of money are being offered Conservative
Republicans, without effect, and that Gov
ernor Bullock has employed out-sid- e

Democrats to influence Democratic mem
bers in his behalf. Thus matters rest.

Life Insurance A Home Company.
The growth of the Life Insurance busi-

ness in tho South withia the last few
years has been most wonderful. Previous
to the war it was hardly known here, and
certainly not recognized as a distinct and
important branch of business. Now there
is hardly a prudent man, however limited
may be his income, who has not one or
moro policies upon his life. It has pe-co-

to be recognized as a legitimate and
saio investment, we oeneve no one up
on whom others are dependent for the
necessaries and comforts of life, should
fail to make provision for them in case of
his death, and there is no other- - means
more safe or more attainable than by in-

suring his life.
People are fast recognizing the force of

these facts, and tho consequence, has been
that reliable Life Insurance Companies
have sprung up in this country and in
Europe, mojt of which are represented by
proper agents in all the centres of popula-
tion in this country. Tho demand has
boen so great and the investments so safe
and profitable, that during tho past few
years Southern Companies have been
organized, and already occupy positions
equal to the best, commanding confidence
not only from their success, but from the
character and business qualifications of
their officers and stockholders. In Vir-
ginia, Georgia, Louisiana and Tennessee
Life Insurance Companies have been or
ganized and are doing large and profitable
businesses, beneficial alike to their stock-
holder and to the public.

As in most other matters North Carolina,

are equally well and favorably known. Mr.
H. B. ErXiERs is one of our oldest and most
successful merchants; Captain I. B. Grain-geb- ,

of the Banking House of James Daw-

son, is regarded as one of tho best financiers
in the State ; Dr. C. T. Murphy, and Mr.
L. A. Powell, of Sampson, aro reliable
and substantial gentlemen of unblemished
social and business characters.

We have been thus particular in naming
these officers that our people may see into
whoso hands the stockholders have placed
the affairs of this young company, as an
evidence of their earnestness, and as the
assurance of the judgment, prudence and
capacity with which it will bo managed.
The best business talent has been called
into the councils of the company, and
public confidence must follow.

In doing what we can to build up this
home enterprise we do not intend, nor will
be led into, any iujustice to foreign com-

panies represented in our midst. We have
the utmost confidence in them, and hold
policies in several of them, but we aro
glad to know that there is room enough
for all, and that duty and interest demands
that we encourage and support our own.
It would be an insult to the intelligence of
our people to attempt to explain the ad
vantages of supporting our own business
enterprises and keeping our money at
home. They ocour to every one.

This home Company, thus ablv organ
ized, is about ready to begin business. In
a few days it will make the deposit re-

quired by its charter with the State
Treasurer, and its agent ft will begin to
solicit applications. The General Agent,
Rev. B. F. Marable, of Sampson county,
will soon be able to begin his labors, and
his name is sufficient to give confidenco
and bring business to tho Company.

The Btock of the Wilmington Lifo In-

surance Company is not yet all tukon. It
is desired that tho balanoo should be sub-
scribed at once, so that there shall bo no
delay in beginning operations. We --do not
believe our people could invest in anything
moro safo or profitable, or help to estab-
lish any business which will confer greater
public benefit. We hope to learn soon
that not a sharo remains, but that all have
been taken, and the Company is fully at
work.

Navassa Guano Company. Lets than a
month since we paid a visit to the works
of tho Navassa Guano Company, near this
city. Wo gave at tho timo some account
of tho buildings and the works of tho Com-
pany. Wo repeated our visit yesterday,
with several of the Directors, and a party
of ladies and gentlemen. We found every
thing completed and ready for work except
the Acid Chamber. Tho Company, how
ever, have begun operations, using import-
ed acids. The works are most extensive,
capable of turning out forty tons of their
manufactured fertilizer a day.

We were shown the mixing process,
which is rendered very siniplo, rapid, but
thorough, by means of tho fincstjand most
improved machinery. Wo have heretofore
described tho process of drying tho phos-phat- ed

and grinding it to powder. This
is placed iu an immense reservoir, into
which tho acid, Peruvian guano, salt, ani-
mal matter and the other ingredients of
the Company's formula are placed, the
reservoir till tho while revolving, and a
powerful wheel crushing the lumps and
thoroughly ruixiug tho different parts.
After this process, which to tho unskilled
looks to bo sufficient, it is run through a
disintegrator, a powerful crushing machine,
which grinds it to the finest powder.

The immense acid chamber is nearly
completed. Tho lead coating is completed
over head and on the sides, while the floor
is being rapidly covered. It is a strange
sight to see this immense room, one hun-
dred and twenty feet long, thirty --two wide
and twenty-fiv- e high, lined throughout by
a lead coating the sixteenth of an inch
thick. After the completion of the cham-
ber, the Company will not only supply
their own demand, which will be eight or
ten tons daily, but will supply acid to this
whole section of country.

There is in their ware -- house a large sup-
ply of the Navassa Phosphate, and the
Company have begun work in earnest.
Our farmers may rely upon having a full
supply of a reliable fertilizer from tho Ne-va- ssa

Guano Company of Wilmington,
made under the superintendence of prac
tical farmers and business men, in time for
the coming crop. Agents are being ap-
pointed throughout the State and the
South, and we hope this home articlo will
be fully tested by oar planters. We look
upon the completion of these works and
their successful operation, as one of the
leading enterprises of our city. By such
means is prosperity to be renewed and the
devastations of tho war obliterated.

An Increase of the Cabinet.
It is proposed to take the Indian I3u-an- d

reau from the Interior Department.
the Statistical Bureau from the Treasury,
and make a new department, to be called
the Department of Home Affairs. It is
also proposed to make the Internal Reve-
nue Bureau an independent departme nt,


